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Foreword 
 
Welcome to the 14th Asian Conference on Environment-Behaviour Studies (AcE-Bs2026Kuching), held at 
Damai Beach Resort, Kuching, Malaysia, from 27 28 March 2026. Organised by the Association of Malaysian 
Environment-
and is managed by its subsidiary, emAs (AMER Event Management & Services), under emAs Resources. 
 
The purpose of bringing together researchers, academics, spatial practitioners, and institutional scholars at 
AcE-Bs2026Kuching is to provide a scholarly forum for the presentation, discussion, and critical exchange of 
research in Environment-Behaviour Studies and Environmental Psychology, with particular attention to issues 
and contexts relevant to Asia. 
 
The conference facilitates academic exchange through the presentation of research findings, discussion of 
theoretical and methodological approaches, and examination of relationships between people, behaviour, and 
the physical, social, cultural, technological, and natural environments across diverse Asian geographical and 
socio-cultural contexts. 
 
By bringing together participants from different countries, institutions, and disciplinary backgrounds, the 
conference encourages international academic interaction and the exchange of perspectives on environment, 
behaviour, spatial experience, wellbeing, and related research issues. Comparative and cross-contextual 
perspectives are welcomed where they contribute to a broader understanding of environment-behaviour 
relationships in Asian settings. 
 
The conference also provides opportunities for researchers to receive scholarly feedback, discuss emerging 
research directions, establish academic connections, and contribute to the dissemination of research through 

-review and publication processes. 
 
Participants are encouraged to engage with the papers and continue the scholarly dialogue initiated through 
the conference. 
 
I extend my appreciation to all who contributed to the success of the conference and to the preparation of 
these proceedings. 
 
 
Dr. Mohamed Yusoff Abbas 
Conference Chair 
Association of Malaysian Environment-Behaviour Researchers 
Former Professor, Faculty of Built Environment, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia 
27 Mar 2026 
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Preface 
 
This volume, 11(36), brings together a selection of 16 papers presented at AcE-Bs2026Kuching and selected for publication. The papers 
represent a range of research interests within Environment-Behaviour Studies and Environmental Psychology, reflecting different 
conceptual perspectives, methodological approaches, and empirical contexts. 
 
Volume 11, No. 36 has been prepared to provide a permanent scholarly record of selected research emerging from the conference. Rather 
than serving merely as a collection of conference presentations, the volume brings together papers that have undergone academic review 
and, where required, revision prior to publication. 
 
The papers address diverse relationships between people, behaviour, and their environments, including issues relating to physical and 
spatial settings, social and cultural environments, technological change, community interaction, wellbeing, and other environment-behaviour 
concerns. The collection also reflects the importance of examining such relationships within their specific geographical, cultural, and socio-
contextual settings. 
 
Each submitted manuscript was subject to academic evaluation in accordance with the conference and publication requirements. The 
review process considered matters including relevance to the scope of the conference and publication, originality, conceptual clarity, 
methodological rigour, quality of analysis, and overall scholarly contribution. Authors were invited to respond to reviewers' comments and 
amend their manuscripts where revisions were required. 
 
The preparation of the final papers involved subsequent editorial and production checks to ensure consistency, completeness, and 
compliance with the required publication format. The process involved coordination among authors, reviewers, conference committees, 
breakout chairs, and the editorial and production teams. 
 
The resulting volume therefore represents the combined scholarly contribution of the authors and the academic and editorial processes 
through which the papers were developed for publication. It is intended to provide researchers, academics, practitioners, and other 
interested readers with a useful reference to selected research presented through the conference. 
 
The 16 papers published are grouped under the six conference tracks as follows: 
Track 1: Smart Technology & Digital Behavioral Environments  3 papers 
Track 2: Socio-Economic, Management & Public Policy Environments  3 papers 
Track 3: Built Environment, Spatial Design & Spatial Infrastructure  2 papers 
Track 4: Social, Cultural & Community Interaction Environments  1 paper 
Track 5: Human Development, Spatial Education & Physical Wellbeing  5 papers 
Track 6: Sustainability, Energy & Natural Cognitive Environments  2 papers 
 
These themes establish the principal editorial scope of the volume, encompassing multidisciplinary dimensions of human-environment 
interaction relevant to contemporary Asian settings. The six research tracks provide a structured framework for thematic organisation and 
are not intended to restrict interdisciplinary approaches or comparative research relevant to the conference's Asian focus. 
 
Submissions outside the defined thematic and disciplinary scope were excluded from the volume. All 16 manuscripts included in the volume 
underwent the conference's pre-conference manual double-blind peer-review process, administered through secure institutional email 
networks. Following peer review, each manuscript underwent Turnitin similarity screening, with a similarity index of 15% or below, prior to 
final publication on 11 April 2026. 
 
Accordingly, Volume 11, No. 36 is distinguished by its Asia-focused editorial orientation, bringing together multidisciplinary Environment-
Behaviour Studies research addressing environmental, behavioural, spatial, social, institutional, health, technological, and sustainability 
issues within Asian settings. 
 
The papers may also serve as a basis for further investigation, comparative research, interdisciplinary discussion, and development of 
subsequent journal manuscripts and other scholarly outputs. Through this volume, the research presented at the conference can continue 
to reach readers beyond the conference itself and contribute to the wider development of knowledge in Environment-Behaviour Studies. 
 
 
Dr. Mohamed Yusoff Abbas 
Conference Chair and Editor 
Association of Malaysian Environment-Behaviour Researchers 
Former Professor, Faculty of Built Environment, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia 
11 April 2026 
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About the conference, AcE-Bs 
 

The success of the 1st National Conference on Environment-Behaviour Studies (InCEBS2009), held at 
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Shah Alam, Malaysia, from 14 15 November 2009, inspired the organiser 
to extend the conference initiative beyond the national level. 
 
The AcE-Bs acronym was initially used for the ASEAN Conference on Environment-Behaviour Studies, 
reflecting its original intention to organise conferences in countries within the ASEAN region. The scope was 
subsequently extended beyond ASEAN to include countries across Asia, giving rise to the current designation, 
Asian Conference on Environment-Behaviour Studies (AcE-Bs). 
 
The main theme of the AcE-Bs conference series addresses Environment-Behaviour (E-B) issues affecting 
Asian communities living in both Asian and non-Asian countries. Research addressing Environment-Behaviour 
issues affecting non-Asian communities is also welcomed, particularly where it contributes to comparative, 
cross-cultural, or broader international understanding of environment-behaviour relationships. 
 
Prior to 2012, AcE-Bs conferences were organised by the Centre for Environment-Behaviour Studies (cE-Bs), 
Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying (FSPU), Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Malaysia, with 
support from the Association of Malaysian Environment-Behaviour Researchers (AMER) and the Association 
of Behavioural Researchers on Asians (ABRA). 
 
Following the formalisation of AMER in 2012, AMER became the principal organiser of the AcE-Bs conference 
series. The conference series has subsequently been organised under AMER, with AMER Event Management 
& Services (emAs) serving as the event management arm responsible for managing AMER's conferences and 
related events under emAs. 
 
To date, the AcE-Bs conferences successfully organised are as follows: 
 
1st AcE-Bs2010Kuching, Malaysia  07 08 July 2010 
2nd AcE-Bs2011Bandung, Indonesia  15 17 June 2011 
3rd AcE-Bs2012Bangkok, Thailand  16 18 July 2012 
4th AcE-Bs2013Hanoi, Vietnam  19 22 March 2013 
5th AcE-Bs2014Seoul, South Korea  25 27 August 2014 
6th AcE-Bs2015Tehran, Iran  21 23 February 2015 
7th AcE-Bs2016Taipei, Taiwan  09 10 April 2016 
8th AcE-Bs2019LangkawiIsland, Malaysia  18 19 December 2019 
9th AcE-Bs2021KotaBahru, Malaysia  28 29 July 2021 (Virtual) 
10th AcE-Bs2022Cherating, Malaysia  08 09 June 2022 
11th AcE-Bs2023KualaTerengganu, Malaysia  14 16 July 2023 
12th AcE-Bs2024Langkawi, Malaysia  01 03 March 2024 
13th AcE-Bs2025Bangkok, Thailand  04 06 April 2025 
 
The 14th AcE-Bs2026Kuching conference continues this established conference series and further develops 
its focus on Environment-Behaviour Studies and Environmental Psychology within Asian contexts. 
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